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Welcome!



What is 
Financial 
Aid?

Financial aid consists of funds provided to 
students and families to help pay for 
postsecondary educational expenses. Types of 
financial aid are:
▪ Grants – money that does not have to be paid 

back.
▪ Loans – money that is paid back by the 

student after graduating or dropping out.
▪ Scholarships – money that does not have to 

be paid back.
▪ Employment – working to earn aid that does 

not have to be paid back.



Overview of 
Terms 

Associated 
with 

Financial Aid

• FAFSA – Free Application for Federal Student Aid. You must 
complete the FAFSA to be eligible for federal student aid. This is a 
standard form that collects demographic and financial information 
about the student and the student’s family.

• SAI – Student Aid Index. The SAI is a number that determines each 
student’s eligibility for certain types of federal student aid. This is 
calculated by the US Department of Education and is based on the 
information you provide on the FAFSA. Your student’s SAI remains 
the same regardless of the college they choose to attend.

• Financial Need – The difference between the cost of attending college 
and the amount you and your family may be expected to contribute 
(your SAI).

• MPN – Master Promissory Note. A contract you sign when you accept 
a student loan, agreeing to the terms and conditions and to pay the 
money back.

• Contributor – Individuals, such as a parent or spouse, that may be 
required to provide information on an applicant's FAFSA depending 
on the applicant's dependency or marital status. Being a contributor 
does not imply responsibility for the student's college costs. 



Measurement of 
student’s and 

family’s ability to pay 
postsecondary 

educational 
expenses

Student 
contribution

Parent contribution
 (for dependent students)

What is Student Aid Index



What Goes into Determining the SAI?
• Tax Return Filing
• Number of Parents in the Household
• Adjust Gross Income vs Percentage of Poverty Level
• Assets

• Effective 2026-2027, family farms and small businesses (with 
less than 100 employees) are NOT considered assets for FAFSA 
purposes

• Number in household



What is Cost of Attendance (COA)?
Tuition and fees

Housing and food

Books and supplies

Transportation

Miscellaneous personal expenses



Cost of Attendance (COA)
  – Student Aid Index (SAI)

  = Financial need

What is Financial Need?



Examples of reasons to request a special condition on your FAFSA:

•Retirement of dependent student's parent
•Death of dependent student's parent
•Parent's loss of employment or reduction in 
income

•Reduction of untaxed income (child 
support or Social Security income)

•One-time source of income on current tax 
return

Special Conditions



Application 
for 

Federal 
Student Aid 
(FAFSA®)

• May be filed at any time 
during an academic 
year, but no earlier than 
October 1st prior to the 
academic year for which 
the student requests aid

• For the 2026-27 
academic year, the 
FAFSA opened on 
September 24, 2025



Student Parent and

Parent Spouse

Student

Spouse

Contributors &

Federal Student Aid Identification (FSA ID)

Southwest Wisconsin
TECHNICAL COLLEGE

THIS IS WHERE YOU MATTER



FSA ID
The FSA ID is the username and password you use when you visit certain US 
Department of Education websites.

When you type in your FSA ID at these web sites, you are saying “Yes, it’s 
really me” or “Please accept my FSA ID as my signature on this online form.”

Go to https://studentaid.gov to apply for your FSA ID first! Student needs 
one, and the parent signing the FAFSA needs one.



www.studentaid.gov



2026–27 FAFSA® Preview 
Presentation

August 2025



Dependent Student: FAFSA® Landing Page

This is the main FAFSA® landing page. 

On this page, students are directed to 

"Start New Form," "Edit Existing Forms," 

or "Accept an Invitation." For this section 

of the presentation, the student is 

beginning a new application.
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Dependent Student: Log-in

If the student selects "Start New Form" from 

the FAFSA® landing page and they are not 

logged in to StudentAid.gov, the student is 

taken to the "Log In" page to enter their 

credentials. To access the FAFSA form, all 

students are required to have a 

StudentAid.gov account username and 

password. If the student doesn't have a 

username and password, they can select 

"Create an Account."
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Dependent Student: Roles

After logging in, the student can 

select the applicable role to fill out 

the FAFSA® form: "Student" or 

"Parent." The student also has the 

option to "Enter Code" if they 

received an invitation code. The 

student selects "Student." 
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Dependent Student: Onboarding

When the student starts the 2026–27 

FAFSA® form for the first time, they are 

taken through the FAFSA onboarding 

process. There are a total of four 

onboarding pages.
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Dependent Student: Student Identity Information

This is the first page within the student 

section. The student can verify that the 

personal information is correct. To update 

any of the personal information, the 

student must access their account 

settings on StudentAid.gov. 
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Dependent Student: State of Residence

The student is asked about 

their state of residence. The 

student selects the state from 

a drop-down box and provides 

the month and year when they 

became a resident. 
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Dependent Student: Provide Consent and Approval

This page informs the student about 

consent, approval, and the use of federal 

tax information. Once the student provides 

consent and approval, their federal tax 

information is transferred directly from the 

IRS into the FAFSA® form to help 

complete the "Your Finances" section. 
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Dependent Student: 
Provide Consent and Approval 
(Continued)
This is a continuation of the 

consent and approval page. 

The student can expand and 

collapse FAQs about consent 

and approval. The student 

selects "Approve" to provide 

consent and approval and is 

taken to the next page. 
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Dependent Student: Imports IRS 
Information 

This page imports the student’s federal tax information by directly transferring it from the IRS into the 

FAFSA® form to help complete the "Your Finances" section. 
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Dependent Student: Imports IRS Information 
(Continued)

This page displays the results from 

the IRS import for the student. For 

this scenario, the student is starting 

a new FAFSA® form and there is no 

federal tax information available 

from the IRS. 
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Introduction: Dependent Student Personal Circumstances

This is the first page within the "Your Personal Circumstances" section. It provides an overview of the section. 
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Dependent Student: Marital Status

The student is asked about their marital 

status. The student selects the "Single 

(never married)" option. 
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Dependent Student: College or Career School Plans

The student is asked about their 

college grade level for the 2026–27 

school year and if the student will have 

their first bachelor’s degree. The 

student selects "First year (freshman)" 

and "No" to the question about the 

student’s first bachelor’s degree.  
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Dependent Student: Personal Circumstances

The student is asked if any of the listed 

personal circumstances apply. The 

student selects "None of these apply." 
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Dependent Student: Homelessness Status

The student is asked if they were homeless or at risk of being homeless. The student selects "No."
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Dependent Student: Unusual Circumstances

The student is asked if unusual 

circumstances prevent them from 

contacting the student’s parent(s). 

The student selects "No."

29



Student Dependency Status: Dependent Student

Based on the answers provided by the 

student, the student is considered a 

dependent student. The student is asked if 

a financial aid administrator should 

determine their eligibility for a Direct 

Unsubsidized Loan only. This is an option 

if the student’s parents are unwilling to 

provide information. The student selects 

"No." If the student had selected "Yes," a 

modal would appear to warn about missing 

out on other potential federal student aid. 
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Introduction: Dependent Student Demographics

This is the first page within the "Student Demographics" section. It provides an overview of the section. 
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Dependent Student: Demographic Information

The student is asked to 

identify their sex. The 

student selects "Male."
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Dependent Student: Race and Ethnicity

The student is asked to identify their race. 

The student selects the checkboxes that 

apply. After making a selection, a second 

drop-down box appears, and the student 

selects the checkboxes that apply to them. 
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Dependent Student: Citizenship Status 

The student is asked about 

their citizenship status. The 

student selects the "U.S. 

citizen or national" option. 
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Dependent Student: Parent Education Status

The student is asked about their 

parents’ education status. The 

student selects the "Neither 

parent attended college" option. 
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Dependent Student: Parent Killed in Line of Duty

The student is asked if their parent was killed in the line of duty. The student selects the "No" option. 
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Dependent Student: High School Completion Status

The student is asked about what 

their high school completion 

status will be when the student 

starts the 2026–27 school year. 

The student selects the "High 

school diploma" option. 
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Dependent Student: High School Information

Because the student selected high school diploma, the student is asked to select which high school they 

did or will graduate from. The student enters the high school’s state and city. After selecting "Search," the 

student selects the correct high school from the search results. 
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Dependent Student: Confirm High School

The student has the option to edit the 

high school information presented on 

this page by selecting "Edit," which 

will return the student to the high 

school information page. The student 

confirms the high school information 

and selects "Continue" to proceed to 

the next section. 
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Introduction: Dependent Student Financials

This is the first page within the "Your Finances" section. It provides an overview of the section. The student 

can select the hyperlink to learn about special financial circumstances. 
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Dependent Student: Tax Filing Status

The student is asked about their tax filing status. The student selects "Yes" to "Did or will the student file 

a 2024 IRS Form 1040 or 1040-NR?" 
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Dependent Student: Tax Return Information

The student is asked about their 

2024 tax return. The student 

selects "Single" as the filing status 

and enters dollar amounts in the 

other required responses.
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Dependent Student: Tax Return Information (Continued)

The student is asked about their 

taxes, income, and other 

financial information. The student 

enters dollar amounts in the 

responses. If the student has 

nothing to report, the student 

enters the numeral zero. 
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Dependent Student: Assets

The student is asked about their 

assets. The student enters a 

response in each entry field. If the 

student has nothing to report, the 

student enters the numeral zero. 
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Introduction: Dependent Student Select Colleges

This is the first page in the "Select Colleges and Career Schools" section. It provides an overview of 

the section. 
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Dependent Student: College Search

The student is asked to search for the 

colleges, career schools, or trade 

schools that will receive their FAFSA® 

information. The student searches for a 

school by selecting the state from the 

drop-down menu and selecting 

"Search." If the student can’t find a 

school searching by state, the student 

can search by school code. 
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Dependent Student: College Search (Continued)

After entering a school’s state and 

selecting "Search," the student 

selects the correct school(s) from 

the search results. Students can 

send their FAFSA® information to a 

maximum of 20 schools. The 

student must add at least one 

school to continue.   
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Introduction: Dependent Student Invites Contributor

This is the first page in the "Invite a 

Parent as a Contributor" section, 

which is the last student section to 

require information. It provides an 

overview of the section.
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Dependent Student: Invite Contributor (Continued 1 
of 2)

The student is asked to enter their parent’s email address to invite the parent to the FAFSA® form. After 

entering the email address, the student selects "Send Invite." A pop-up window appears, and the student 

confirms their parent’s email address by selecting "Send Invite."
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Dependent Student: Invite Contributor (Continued 2 of 
2)

This page confirms the student’s 

parent will receive an email inviting 

them to the student’s FAFSA® form. 

The parent can access the form by 

accepting the invitation in the email. 

On this page, the student is also 

provided an invitation link and 

invitation code that can be shared 

directly with the parent.
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Dependent Student: Review Page

The review page displays the responses that 

the student has provided in the FAFSA® form. 

The student can view all responses by 

selecting "Expand All" or expand each section 

individually. To edit a response, the student 

can select the question’s hyperlink to be taken 

to the corresponding page. 
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Dependent Student: Signature

On this page, the student 

reviews the terms and 

conditions of the FAFSA® form 

and what they’ll agree to when 

the student signs the form. 
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Dependent Student: Signature (Continued)

This is a continuation of the student 

signature page. After agreeing to the 

terms and conditions of the FAFSA® form 

and digitally signing, the student is able to 

submit their sections of the FAFSA form. 

Since parent information has not been 

provided, the FAFSA form is not 

considered complete and can’t be 

processed yet. 
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Dependent Student: Section Complete

Upon digitally signing the student section, 

the student is presented with the "Pending 

Submission" page. The student is reminded 

that their FAFSA® form is not completed 

and can’t be submitted until the parent 

completes the contributor section of the 

form and signs it. This page also displays 

next steps the student can take, including 

tracking and managing their form.
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Dependent Student: Parent Email

This is NOT a view within StudentAid.gov or the FAFSA® form. This view demonstrates a parent opening the 

FAFSA invitation from their email. The parent selects "Accept Invitation" and is taken to StudentAid.gov. 
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Dependent Student: Parent Log-in

The parent is taken from their email to the 

"Log In" page to enter their credentials. To 

access the FAFSA® form, all users are 

required to have a StudentAid.gov account 

username and password. If the parent 

doesn't have a username and password, 

they can select "Create an Account."
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Dependent Student: Parent Accepts Invitation

After logging in, the parent is taken to 

the "Accept 2026–27 FAFSA® 

Invitation" page. The invitation code 

from the parent’s email automatically 

fills in the text box if the parent used 

the link from the email. 
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Dependent Student: Parent Accepts Invitation 
(Continued)
When the parent selects "Submit," a 

pop-up window appears, confirming the 

student’s name and reminding the 

parent that their personal information is 

needed to fill out the student’s FAFSA® 

form. The parent selects "Accept" to 

agree to sharing their information and 

enters the FAFSA form. 
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Dependent Student: Parent Onboarding (1 of 4)

When the parent enters a 2026–27 

FAFSA® form for the first time, they are 

taken through the FAFSA onboarding 

process. There are a total of four 

onboarding pages. 
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Dependent Student: Parent Identity Information

This is the first page within the parent 

section. The parent can verify that the 

personal information is correct. To 

update any of the personal information, 

the parent must access their account 

settings on StudentAid.gov. 
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Dependent Student: 
Parent Identity Information 
(Continued)
This is a continuation of the first page within 

the parent section. The parent can verify 

their mailing address on this part of the 

page. To update this information, the parent 

must access their account settings on 

StudentAid.gov. 
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Dependent Student: 
Parent Provides Consent and Approval

This page informs the parent about 

consent, approval, and the use of their 

federal tax information. Once the 

parent provides consent and approval, 

their federal tax information is 

transferred directly from the IRS into 

the FAFSA® form to help complete the 

"Parent Finances" section. 
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Dependent Student: 
Parent Provides Consent and Approval (Continued)

This is a continuation of the 

consent and approval page. 

The parent can expand and 

collapse FAQs about 

consent and approval. The 

parent selects "Approve" 

to provide consent and 

approval and is taken to 

the next page. 
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Introduction: Dependent Student’s Parent Demographics

This is the first page in the "Parent Demographics" section. It provides an overview of the section.
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Dependent Student: Parent Current Marital Status

The parent is asked about their current 

marital status. The parent selects the 

"Married (not separated)" option. 
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Dependent Student: Parent State of Residence

The parent is asked about their state of 

residence. The parent selects the state 

from a drop-down box and provides the 

month and year when the parent 

became a resident. 
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Introduction: Dependent Student’s Parent Finances

This is the first page within the "Parent Finances" section. It provides an overview of the section. The 

parent can select the hyperlink to learn about special financial circumstances. 
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Dependent Student: Parent Federal Benefits Received 

This page asks the parent if the parent or 

anyone in the parent’s family has received 

federal benefits. The parent selects "None 

of these apply."
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Dependent Student: Parent Tax Filing Status

This page asks the parent about 

their tax filing status. The parent 

selects "Yes" to "Did or will the 

parent file a 2024 IRS Form 1040 

or 1040-NR?" and "Yes" to "Did or 

will the parent file a 2024 joint tax 

return with their current spouse?"
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Dependent Student: Parent Family Size

This page displays the family size for 

the student. The parent has the option 

to enter the number of children or other 

dependents who live with the parent 

and will receive more than half of their 

support from the parent between July 

1, 2026, and June 30, 2027. 

70



Dependent Student: Parent Number in College

This page asks the parent how many people in the family will be in college between July 1, 

2026, and June 30, 2027. The parent enters a response into the entry field.
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Dependent Student: Parent Assets

The parent is asked about their assets. 

The parent enters a response in each 

entry field. If the parent has nothing to 

report, the parent enters the numeral zero. 
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Dependent Student: Other Parent Information 

The parent is asked to provide 

information about their spouse or 

partner. In this example, the other 

parent does not need to contribute to 

the student’s FAFSA® form because 

the parents filed taxes jointly. After 

providing the other parent’s date of 

birth, all required parent information 

will be complete. 
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Dependent Student: Parent Review Page

The review page displays the responses 

that the parent has provided in the FAFSA® 

form. The parent can view responses only 

within the parent section of the student’s 

FAFSA form. The parent can view all the 

responses by selecting "Expand All" or 

expand each section individually. To edit a 

response, the parent can select the 

question’s hyperlink to be taken to the 

corresponding page.
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Dependent Student: Parent Signature

On this page, the parent acknowledges 

the terms and conditions of the FAFSA® 

form and digitally signs the parent section. 

Since all required sections are complete, 

the parent can both sign and submit the 

student’s FAFSA form. 
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Dependent Student: Parent Confirmation

Upon submitting the student’s FAFSA® 

form, the parent is presented an 

abbreviated confirmation page. This page 

displays information about tracking the 

student’s FAFSA form and next steps. The 

student will receive an email with the full, 

detailed confirmation. With the student and 

parent sections completed and signed, the 

FAFSA form is now considered complete 

and submitted for processing. 
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FAFSA Submission 
Summary

77



FAFSA Submission Summary Landing Page

The student receives a FAFSA Submission Summary for their processed FAFSA® form and any subsequent 

corrections that the student submits. The FAFSA Submission Summary is divided into four tabs: "Eligibility 

Overview," "FAFSA Form Answers," "School Information," and "Next Steps." At the top, the student will see 

when the FAFSA form was received and processed. The student also has the option to print the FAFSA 

Submission Summary to keep for their records. 
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Eligibility Overview

On the "Eligibility Overview" tab, the 

student sees information about the 

federal student aid for which they may 

be eligible, such as a Federal Pell 

Grant and Federal Direct Loans. Any 

amounts of financial aid that display on 

this tab are estimates and are not 

guaranteed. The school's financial aid 

office provides final determination of 

the student’s financial aid eligibility. 
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Eligibility Overview (Continued)

This is a continuation of the "Eligibility Overview" tab of the FAFSA Submission Summary. The student 

can view their Student Aid Index. The school's financial aid office provides final determination of the 

student’s financial aid eligibility.
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Create an Account (FSA ID)

Parents Students Borrowers

Whether you're a student, parent, or borrower, you'll need to create your own

account to complete federal student aid tasks.

What You Can Use Your Account For

Filling out the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA®) form

Signing your Master Promissory Note (MPN)

Applying for repayment plans

Completing loan counseling

Using the Public Service Loan Forgiveness Help Tool

Items Needed to Create an Account

Social Security number

Your own mobile phone number and/or email address

Get Started

or

Log In

Create an Account (FSA ID)

Step 1 of 7

Personal Information

I understand that I'll be required to certify that the information I provide to create an

account (FSA ID) is true and correct and that I'm the individual I claim to be.

If I'm not the person I claim to be, I understand that I'm not authorized to proceed and

that I should exit this form now. If I provide false or misleading information, I

understand that I might be subject to a fine, prison time, or both.

First Name

Middle Initial

Last Name

Date of Birth

Manth Day Year

Social Security Number

Note: A user can only have one account associated

with his or her Social Security number.

Cancel Continue

Southwest Wisconsin
TECHNICAL COLLEGE

THIS IS WHERE YOU MATTER



• Students must maintain ‘Satisfactory Academic Progress’ each semester 
to maintain their financial aid eligibility.

• 2.0 GPA (C average)
• Complete 67% of the credits you start.

**If there are extenuating circumstances that factor into you not maintaining 
‘Satisfactory Academic Progress’, appeal to the Financial Aid Office as soon as 
possible and explain your situation.

Satisfactory Academic Progress (SAP)



Subsidized Loan vs. Unsubsidized Loan

- Subsidized Loan = The 
government pays/subsidizes 

the interest while the student is 
in school. No interest is 

accruing as long as the student 
is in school taking at least 6 

credits per semester.

- Unsubsidized Loan = The 
government DOES NOT 

pay/subsidize the interest for 
the student while they are in 

school. Interest accrues on the 
loan while the student is in 

school.



Federal Direct 
Loans

The Financial Aid Office at your college of 
choice determines your loan eligibility, which 
is based on your financial need as determined 
by the government when you file the FAFSA, 
as well as the college’s costs.



Student Loan Limits

>Interest rate is fixed at 6.39%. (Next year???)
>Parents DO NOT co-sign.
>Six month grace period before payments start after graduation (or when student 
drops below 6 credits). **Interest will now accrue during this grace period, though!

Year in College Subsidized Unsubsidized Yearly 
Limits

1st Year (typically up to 30/31 credits) $3,500 $2,000 $5,500
2nd Year (typically up to 60/61 credits) $4,500 $2,000 $6,500

3rd, 4th, 5th, years, etc. $5,500 $2,000 $7,500

Total cannot exceed $31,000 as an undergraduate (only $23,000 can be in subsidized loans).



College Costs Comparison
Public UniversityPrivate University Technical College

"True Costs" = $41,700

Tuition & Fees $30,400 

Room & Board $9,800 
Book & Supplies $1,500 
Transportation $300 
Miscellaneous $4,000 

Total Cost of Attendance $46,000 

"True Costs" = $21,400

Tuition & Fees $9,800 

Room & Board $10,500 

Book & Supplies $1,100 
Transportation $800 
Miscellaneous $2,300 

Total Cost of Attendance $24,500 

"True Costs" = $14,000

Tuition & Fees $4,500 

Room & Board $7,500 

Book & Supplies $2,000 

Transportation $2,100 

Miscellaneous $1,800 
Total Cost of 
Attendance $17,900 

***Remember, these “budgets” are not exact in the transportation and miscellaneous categories; and all categories may be 
different if the student is only attending part time.



Comparison of Financial Aid Offers

University Scholarship $2,000 

WI Grant $2,900 
Pell Grant $6,195 
Total FREE Aid $11,095 

Sub Direct Loan $3,500 
Unsub Direct Loan $2,000 
Federal Work Study $1,500 
Total Self-Help Aid $7,000 

Total Aid Offer $18,095 

University Scholarship $12,000 

WI Grant $2,900 
Pell Grant $6,195 
University Grant $6,800 
Total FREE Aid $27,895 

Sub Direct Loan $3,500 
Unsub Direct Loan $2,000 
Federal Work Study $1,500 
Total Self-Help Aid $7,000 

Total Aid Offer $34,895 

University Scholarship $500 

WI Grant $1,084 
Pell Grant $6,195 
Total FREE Aid $7,779 

Sub Direct Loan $3,500 
Unsub Direct Loan $2,000 
Federal Work Study $1,500 
Total Self-Help Aid $7,000 

Total Aid Offer $14,779 

Public UniversityPrivate University Technical College



College Costs Comparison
Public UniversityPrivate University Technical College

"True Costs" = $41,700
Tuition & Fees $30,400 
Room & Board $9,800 
Book & Supplies $1,500 
Transportation $300 
Miscellaneous $4,000 
Total Cost of Attendance $46,000 

"True Costs" = $21,400
Tuition & Fees $9,800 
Room & Board $10,500 
Book & Supplies $1,100 
Transportation $800 
Miscellaneous $2,300 
Total Cost of Attendance $24,500 

"True Costs" = $14,000
Tuition & Fees $4,500 
Room & Board $7,500 
Book & Supplies $2,000 
Transportation $2,100 
Miscellaneous $1,800 
Total Cost of Attendance $17,900 

University Scholarship $12,000 
WI Grant $2,900 
Pell Grant $6,195 
University Grant $6,800 
Total FREE Aid $27,895 

Sub Direct Loan $3,500 
Unsub Direct Loan $2,000 
Federal Work Study $1,500 
Total Self-Help Aid $7,000 

Total Aid Offer $34,895 

University Scholarship $2,000 

WI Grant $2,900 
Pell Grant $6,195 
Total FREE Aid $11,095 

Sub Direct Loan $3,500 
Unsub Direct Loan $2,000 
Federal Work Study $1,500 
Total Self-Help Aid $7,000 

Total Aid Offer $18,095 

University Scholarship $500 

WI Grant $1,084 
Pell Grant $6,195 
Total FREE Aid $7,779 

Sub Direct Loan $3,500 
Unsub Direct Loan $2,000 
Federal Work Study $1,500 
Total Self-Help Aid $7,000 

Total Aid Offer $14,779 

Difference in Offers (Gap)
Private = $6,805 Public = $3,305 Technical = $0



Comparison of Financial Aid Awards

Sub Direct Loan $3,500 

Unsub Direct Loan $2,000 

Federal Work Study $1,500 

Total Self-Help Aid $7,000 

Total Aid Offer $7,000 

Sub Direct Loan $3,500 

Unsub Direct Loan $2,000 

Federal Work Study $1,500 

Total Self-Help Aid $7,000 

Total Aid Offer $7,000 

Sub Direct Loan $3,500 

Unsub Direct Loan $2,000 

Federal Work Study $1,500 

Total Self-Help Aid $7,000 

Total Aid Offer $7,000

Public UniversityPrivate University Technical College
No grants or scholarships awarded. No grants or scholarships awarded. No grants or scholarships awarded.



College Costs Comparison
Public UniversityPrivate University Technical College

"True Costs" = $41,700
Tuition & Fees $30,400 
Room & Board $9,800 
Book & Supplies $1,500 
Transportation $300 
Miscellaneous $4,000 
Total Cost of Attendance $46,000 

"True Costs" = $21,400
Tuition & Fees $9,800 
Room & Board $10,500 
Book & Supplies $1,100 
Transportation $800 
Miscellaneous $2,300 
Total Cost of Attendance $24,500 

"True Costs" = $14,000
Tuition & Fees $4,500 
Room & Board $7,500 
Book & Supplies $2,000 
Transportation $2,100 
Miscellaneous $1,800 
Total Cost of Attendance $17,900 

Sub Direct Loan $3,500 
Unsub Direct Loan $2,000 
Federal Work Study $1,500 
Total Self-Help Aid $7,000 

Total Aid Offer $7,000 

Sub Direct Loan $3,500 
Unsub Direct Loan $2,000 
Federal Work Study $1,500 
Total Self-Help Aid $7,000 

Total Aid Offer $7,000 

Sub Direct Loan $3,500 
Unsub Direct Loan $2,000 
Federal Work Study $1,500 
Total Self-Help Aid $7,000 

Total Aid Offer $7,000 

Difference in Offers (Gap)

Private = $34,700 Public = $14,400 Technical = $7,000



How can the “GAP” be covered?
Are there scholarships student has not applied for?

Is the student’s parent/parents willing to borrow a loan to help with costs? 

Is there a payment plan available for the family that works for them?

Is the student planning to work while attending school? 

Has student contacted the university’s financial aid office to ask about other 
options?



PLUS = Parent Loan to Undergraduate Student

• PLUS loans are made to parents of dependent 
students (current interest rate is 8.94% fixed – last 
year it was 9.08%).

• Credit check is required.
• Government does not pay interest.
• Payments begin after disbursement of the loan.
• 10-12 years of repayment.
• Some colleges automatically add PLUS loans to 
financial aid offers

Federal PLUS Loan



Southwest Tech Financial Aid

608-822-2660

financial-aid@swtc.edu


