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Capital vs. Classroom: Why One Referendum Doesn’t Cover Both 
​
Many community members have asked why the district is now pursuing an operational referendum just two 
years after the passage of the $8.5 million capital improvement referendum in April 2022. These questions are 
understandable and generally fall into two areas:​
​
 - Why proceed with building improvements if operational funding challenges exist?​
 - Why can’t the capital referendum funds be used to assist with operating expenses?​
​
 Both questions make sense, and we want to provide clear answers. 

Capital Funds Have Legal Restrictions​
Funds approved in a capital referendum are legally limited to the scope of the projects described on the 
ballot—typically construction, renovations, and facility improvements.​
​
 Under Wisconsin Statute 120.10(10m), these dollars must be held in a separate fund and cannot be redirected to 
operational costs, such as:​
​
 - Staff salaries​
 - Utilities​
 - Classroom materials​
 - Daily operating expenses​
​
 This means that even as operational needs change, capital dollars cannot be repurposed without additional voter 
approval. 

Understanding the Operating Shortfall​
The operating budget challenges facing our district did not develop overnight. They are the result of long-term 
statewide funding trends and rising costs. 

Funding Not Keeping Pace​
For more than a decade:​
​
 - Annual increases to state funding have not consistently kept up with inflation.​
 - The automatic inflation adjustment was removed from the state school funding formula in 2009.​
 - Standard cost increases in areas such as transportation, staffing, and supplies have outpaced revenue growth. 

COVID-Era Funding Complications​
After the COVID-19 shutdown, the state did not increase district revenue limits for one biennium because 
districts were receiving temporary federal relief funds. However:​
​
 - Those federal funds were one-time only, not permanent.​
 - When they expired, districts statewide experienced significant gaps between rising operating costs and state 
revenue.​
​
 As a result, school districts across Wisconsin—including ours—are now addressing budget realities that have 
been building for more than ten years. 

 

 



The Timeline: How We Got Here​
The district’s capital planning began in December 2019, based on long-standing facility needs.​
​
 - The first referendum to replace the 1921 section of the building was presented in April 2021 but did not pass.​
 - A revised proposal with a smaller scope passed in April 2022.​
​
 At the time, the full financial effects of statewide funding decisions and inflation were not yet known. Like 
many districts, we are now adjusting to the budget picture that has become clearer since then. 

Two Different Needs, Two Different Referendums​
In Wisconsin, capital and operational referendums serve different purposes:​
​
 - Capital referendums improve buildings and infrastructure.​
 - Operational referendums support the daily work of educating students—people, programs, and services.​
​
 Strong facilities require strong funding inside them. When state revenue limits do not keep pace with increasing 
costs, districts must seek voter approval to maintain quality educational services. 

Questions? We’re Here to Help.​
If you would like more information or wish to discuss this further, please feel free to reach out:​
​
 Willy Chambers​
 (608) 234-1581​
 chawil@blackhawk.k12.wi.us 

 

 

 
 

Thank You 
A heartfelt thank you to everyone who made our Fall Book Fair a success! Your enthusiasm and 

support created an excitement for reading that will be passed on to our students. 📖💙 We sold 

approximately $3,700 worth of books.  The profit will be used to give students a coupon to spend 

at the Spring Book Fair.  Together, we're fostering a love for reading and learning.  

 

AS always, 

Happy Reading from Mrs. McCauley–District Librarian 
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2025 Black Hawk / Warren Football Team Awards 
 
Most Valuable Offensive Lineman 
Cole Dunlavey 
 
Most Valuable Back or Receiver 
Jacob Woodruff 
 
Most Valuable Defensive Lineman 
Cole Dunlavey 
 
Most Valuable LB or DB 
Bryce VanRaalte 
 
Captains 
Riley Bourquin 
Spencer Hay-Skattum 
Bryce VanRaalte 
Jacob Woodruff 
 
Most Improved 
Brody Argall 
 
Warrior Award renamed Jace Tuescher Lionheart Award  
Logan Miller  

 
 

2025 Six Rivers Football All Conference Awards 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

1st Team Offense  
 

Running Back ​​ ​ ​ Jacob Woodruff ​ ​ Black Hawk/Warren  
Tight End/H-Back ​ ​ ​ Bryce VanRaalte ​ ​ Black Hawk/Warren  
Offensive Lineman ​ ​ ​ Cole Dunlavey ​ ​ Black Hawk/Warren  
Offensive Lineman​ ​ ​ Aiden Mosley ​​ ​ Black Hawk/Warren  

 
 

 



1st Team Defense  
 

Down Lineman ​ ​ ​ Aiden Mosley ​​ ​ Black Hawk/Warren  
Defensive End ​ ​ ​ Cole Dunlavey ​ ​ Black Hawk/Warren  
Outside Linebacker ​ ​ ​ Bryce VanRaalte ​ ​ Black Hawk/Warren  
Outside Linebacker ​ ​ ​ Jacob Woodruff ​ ​ Black Hawk/Warren  

 
Defensive Player of the Year​ Bryce VanRaalte ​ ​ Black Hawk/Warren 
Defensive Lineman of the Year​ Cole Dunlavey ​ ​ Black Hawk/Warren  
Coach of the Year​ ​ ​ Desmond Breadon ​ ​ Black Hawk/Warren 
Assistant Coach of the Year​​ Doug O'Brien ​​ ​ Black Hawk/Warren 
 
2nd Team Offense  
Quarterback ​ ​ ​ ​ Beau Podnar ​ ​ ​ Black Hawk/Warren  
Offensive Lineman ​ ​ ​ Spencer Hay-Skattum ​ Black Hawk/Warren  
 
2nd Team Defense  
Inside Linebacker ​ ​ ​ Spencer Hay-Skattum ​ Black Hawk/Warren  
 
Honorable Mention Offense 
Offensive Lineman ​ ​ ​ Riley Bourquin ​ ​ Black Hawk/Warren 
Honorable Mention Defense  
Safety ​​ ​ ​ ​ Beau Podnar ​ ​ ​ Black Hawk/Warren 
 
Sportsmanship Award​ ​ Matthew Hagen ​ ​ Black Hawk/Warren 
 

 
 
 
 
2025 All Region Awards 
Tight End/H-Back Bryce VanRaalte Black Hawk/Warren  
Offensive Lineman Cole Dunlavey Black Hawk/Warren 
Defensive End Cole Dunlavey Black Hawk/Warren 
Outside Linebacker Bryce VanRaalte Black Hawk/Warren 
 
2025 All State Honorable Mention  
Outside Linebacker Bryce VanRaalte Black Hawk/Warren 

 

 

 

 

 



Guidance  

4th grade guidance class just completed their Name Poster Activity.  We start the year talking about how 

individuals get to know others, what you can learn from others, and sometimes you find out you have things in 

common with someone new.  We discussed that even though you feel you know your friends/classmates very 

well, there are always interests/skills you can learn.  We do not know everything about everyone and we have 

to be willing to talk with peers.  The fourth graders were given a worksheet with ideas/suggestions of favorite 

things, example:  color, food, music, season, book series and/or movie.  They then had to create a Name 

poster.  Their name was the focal point of the poster and all their favorites are drawn/written around their 

name.  Each student presented their poster in front of the class and students then stated new things they 

learned about that particular classmate. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 
 



November Fun Run  
​

Mrs. Petitjean was joined by 15 students for the Turkey Trot fun run this year! ​
Students did great running 1.3 miles and enjoyed pie afterwards.  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 



Black Hawk “Running Club”  
2025 Reindeer Run   

When: Tuesday, December 16th 
Time:  After School-4:15 P.M.​

All students who need rides must be picked up by 4:20 pm. 
 

Distance will be ~1.3 miles and be held OUTSIDE.​
**Please consider that when signing up younger students** 

If there is inclement weather, the event may need to be canceled depending on the 
number of participants and other things going on that day at school. 

 
A small snack will be provided after the completion of the event. 

Please Return the completed form by Friday, December 12th. 
NO COST   

----------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
I give my child ___________________permission to stay after school for the 
“Reindeer Run”  and will pick them up no later than 4:20pm or have them walk 
home.  I understand that my child should dress appropriately for the weather, as it will 
be held outside unless it is unsafe.  If it is unsafe, the event may need to be 
canceled. ​
 

___________________________ ______________ 
Parent Signature   ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Date 

 
Grade of Student:______ Children below 5th grade must be accompanied by an 
older sibling, classroom teacher, or another adult.  We will meet in Mrs. Petitjean’s 
Classroom at 3:30 pm for a short warm-up and stretch. Then, we will head out for our 
run.  
Any food related allergies (please list):  

 
 
 

 
 

 



Miracle Minute to Support Families in Our Communities  
 
At the conference championship game vs Potosi/Cassville.  The Black Hawk/Warren football team had 

an Orange Out night in support of those battling Leukemia.  The team had a “Miracle Minute”, which raised 
money to assist the Heller and Romero families, both of which are involved with the football program.  Junior 
High football coach Tony Romero was diagnosed with Leukemia in May and former player Tyler Heller, whose 
younger brother  Jonathan plays on the team, was recently diagnosed with Leukemia. 

 
The generosity of the community, people at the game, and Alyssa Hagen donating back over $400 from 

the 50/50 raffle.  As well as a donation from the Junior High football team and the high school football team 
raised $4000.00.  Each family was presented a $2000.00 check at the football awards. Sadly, Coach Romero 
passed away at the age of 30 on November 5. 
 

  

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jonathan, Brandon, and Kaydra Heller pictured with Black Hawk/Warren  
team captains (L-R) Bryce VanRaalte, Riley Bourquin, Jacob Woodruff, and  

Spencer Hay-Skattum. 
 
 

    
    Sydney Romero pictured with Black Hawk/Warren team ​
          captains (L-R) Riley Bourquin, Bryce VanRaalte, ​
              Spencer Hay-Skattum, and Jacob Woodruff.       

 
 

    

 



 
 



 
 



 

 



Revtrak 

 

 

Pay fees online! ​
Visit Rev Track https://blackhawk-k12.revtrak.net/ to pay lunch money, milk money,​

school fees, sports fees, instrument rentals, and more. ​
If you have any questions, please call the school office at 608-439-5371. 

 
 

Contribute to helping BH Students as you desire.  
As times get tougher all around for school districts, Black Hawk finds itself struggling to continue to offer 
the "extras" for our students to ensure that their educational and school experience at Black Hawk is a 
meaningful one.  As our budgets get slashed and our costs go up, we are looking for different ways to raise 
funds to offer these tools and sponsor events.  If you are in a position to help support some of our 
projects, classrooms, organizations, and events...........check out our new "Support Our School" link on 
Revtrak.  Helping our students in a way that is meaningful to you has never been easier.  Go to:  
 

1. www.blackhawk.k12.wi.us 
 

2. Click on Revtrak. 
 

 
 

 
3. Click on Support Our Schools 

 
 

 
 
4. Choose the area to which you wish to give a 
supportive gift, indicating as much specific 
information as you wish. 

 

  

Thanks for your support! 

 

 

https://blackhawk-k12.revtrak.net/
http://www.blackhawk.k12.wi.us/


 

 



 
Recycling and Other Dumpsters​

(Dumpsters are located next to Riechers Meats) 
​

As always, the staff and Board thank everyone who has donated to the metal/aluminum can drive. The funds have 
proven to be beneficial to the staff and students of the school district. The district greatly appreciates the efforts of 

Powers Auction Service in providing this opportunity. 

A couple of notes that we would like to make:​
 

●​ Please do not place items with Freon/coolant in the recycling dumpster 
●​ Please do not place TV’s or Computer/Related technology in the dumpster 
●​ Please do not place trash in the recycling dumpster 
●​ The other dumpsters (serviced by Faherty) are for school uses only​

 
We do appreciate the donations. Improper use of the dumpsters costs the district and may result in a net loss.​
 
Sincerely, ​
Willy Chambers 

 

School Pictures are Ready! ​
View and order at https://shop.jostenspix.com/login ​

*Retakes are now online 
BLACK HAWK ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 

 Event Code: FE232725 
BLACK HAWK MIDDLE SCHOOL 

 Event Code: FE232625 
BLACK HAWK HIGH SCHOOL 

Event Code: FE232525 

*Images are secured using the email address provided to us by the School. 

 

School Board of Education 
 

The Board holds regular School Board Meetings on the second Wednesday of each month.  
Meetings begin at 6:00 pm  Meetings are held in South Wayne. All board meetings are open to the public unless 
otherwise noted. Residents are encouraged to attend and can call (608) 439-5400 for information. Agendas are 

posted on the Black Hawk School District’s Website and Facebook page. 
 

President-Dee Paulson​
​  Vice President-Jim Baumgartner​
​ Treasurer-Val Dunlavey​
​ Clerk-Jason Figi​
​ Member-Clayton Ruegsegger​
​ Member-Mindy Stauffacher​
​ Member-Cali Schliem 

 

https://shop.jostenspix.com/login


Parents Club News 

Parent's Club meets in the upper commons at 6:00 pm on the 1st Thursday of the month (we do 
NOT meet every month), please follow the Parent’s Club Facebook page for updates on 
meetings and other events happening! 

A few things you can do to support the Parent’s Club throughout the year: 

●​  Scan your boxtops.. if you haven’t downloaded the APP, please do so, it’s a super easy way to help! 
●​ The scrip program, grab some gift cards for birthdays, weddings, showers, or just for yourself, it’s a 

great opportunity to support the Parent’s Club (keep a lookout, these sheets will be coming home in 
your child's backpack)! 

●​ Keep an eye out for future fundraisers and activities!  A great way to do this is to follow our Facebook 
page (Black Hawk Parent’s Club) 

Keep a look out for fun upcoming events from the Parent’s Club, like our Facebook page to 
make sure you don’t miss anything!! 

As always, thank you for your support! We cannot do our part in providing the things we do 
for our faculty and students if not for your support!  

We hope you have a MERRY CHRISTMAS!! 

 
Haley Larse, President 

Courtney Grossen, Vice-President 

Nicole Lewis, Treasurer 

Chris Ruegsegger, Secretary  
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Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  1 
6p GBB @ East 
Dubuque 
 

2 
6p GBB (H) 
Barneveld 
(EMS/Police/Fire 
Fighter Night) 
 

 3 
 
 

4 
6p BBB (H) 
Argyle 

5 
7p GBB @ 
Highland  
(No JV) 
 
 
BB Orders Due 

 6 
9-12p Lunch 
with Santa 
 
TBD BBB @ 
Lewin “Shoot 
out” 
 

8 
630p  GBB @ 
Shullsburg 
 
 

 9 
530p WR @ 
Brodhead 
 
6p BBB @ 
Monticello 

 

 10 
130p Early 
Release 
 
 
6p School Board 
Meeting 

 11 
630p GBB (H) 
Pec/Argyle 
(Teacher 
Appreciation 
Night) 
 

FFA Fruit 
Delivery 

 12 
4p WR @ 
Waunakee 
(Girls) 
 
630p BBB (H) 

 13 
930a WR @ 
Belleville 
 
 

 15 
1p Winter 
Concert  
(K-6th) 
 
7p Winter 
Concert 
(7th-12th) 

 16 
6p BBB (H) 
Southwestern 
 
 

17 
Butterbraid 
Delivery 

18 
545p BBB @ 
Juda 
 
630p GBB @ 
Belmont 
 
TBD WR @ Lena 

 19 
9a WR @ Mt. 
Horeb (Girls) 
 

20 
9a WR @ Mt. 
Horeb (Boys) 
 

22 
6p BBB @ 
Shullsburg 

23 
 
 

24 
 

No 
School 

 

 25 
 

No 
School 

 

 26 
 

No 
School 

 

27 

28 
 

No 
School 

 

29 
 

No 
School 

 

30 
 

No 
School 

 

31 
 

No 
School 

 

  
 
 



Breakfast Menu 
Milk Choice 1% White, Fat Free Chocolate or Strawberry​

Whole Wheat Peanut Butter & Jelly Served Daily WG-Whole Grain ​
“This institution is an equal opportunity provider” 

 

 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

 1 
Pop Tart 
Granola Bites 
Apple  
Milk 

2 
French Toast 
Sticks 
Granola Bites 
Pears 
Applesauce 
Milk 

3 
Cinnamon 
Waffles 
Pears 
Mixed 
Fruit 
Milk 

4 
Blueberry 
Waffles 
Peaches 
Mixed Fruit 
Milk 

5 
Chocolate Chip 
French Toast 
Peaches 
Pears 
Milk 

8 
Banana Bread 
Cheese Stick 
Orange 
Peaches 
Milk 

9 
Pancakes 
Peaches 
Pears 
Milk 

10 
Sausage 
Breakfast Bagel 
Yogurt 
Apple 
Milk 

11 
Berry French 
Toast 
Applsauce 
Mixed Fruit 
Milk 

12 
Strudel Stick 
Yogurt 
Apple 
Milk 

15 
Mini Cinnamon 
Bagel 
Mixed 
Fruit 
Peaches 
Milk 

16 
Pancake Wrap  
Mixed Fruit 
Applesauce 
Milk 

17 
Waffles 
Granola Bites 
Apple 
Milk 

18 
Bacon, Egg & 
Cheese Bagel 
Granola Bar 
Mixed Fruit 
Peaches 
Milk 

19 
French Toast 
Mixed Fruit 
Peaches 
Milk 

22 
Strawberry Bagel 
Peaches 
Pears 
Milk 

23 
Donut 
Juice 
Applesauce 
Milk 

24 
 

No 
School 

 25 
 

No 
School 

 

26 
 

No 
School 

 

29 
 

No 
School 

 

30 
 

No 
School 

 

31 
 

No 
School 

 

  



 

Lunch Menu 
Milk Choice 1% White, Fat Free Chocolate or Strawberry​

Whole Wheat Peanut Butter & Jelly Served Daily WG-Whole Grain ​
“This institution is an equal opportunity provider” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

 1 
Mini Corn Dogs 
WG Doritos 
Green Beans 
Juice 
Milk 

2 
Sloppy Joe/Bun 
Cheese Stick 
Cauliflower 
Peaches 
Milk 

3 
“Warrior Bowl” 
Popcorn Chicken 
Mashed Potatoes 
Gravy 
Corn  
Dinner Roll 
Apple 
Milk 

4 
Mac & Cheese 
Cheese Stick 
Carrots 
Apple  
Milk 

5 
Pizza Dippers/Sauce 
Cheezits 
Broccoli 
Grapes 
Milk 

8 
Ham Sandwich 
Goldfish Crackers 
Carrot Sticks 
Pears 
Milk 

9 
Quesadilla 
Broccoli 
Slushie 
Milk 

10 
Pizza 
Cheezits 
Green Beans 
Mandarin Oranges 
Milk 

11 
Fish Sticks 
Granola Bites 
Cauliflower 
Orange 
Milk 

12 
Chicken Fajita Meat 
WG Shell 
Goldfish Crackers 
Yogurt 
Peas 
Applesauce 
Milk 

15 
Breaded Pork 
Patty/Bun 
Green 
Beans 
Apple 
Milk 

16 
Hamburger/Bun 
Cheese Slice 
Sweet Potatoes 
Milk 

17 
Corn Dog  
Cheezits 
Cauliflower 
Orange 
Milk 

18 
Ham 
Mashed Potatoes 
Gravy  
Dinner Roll 
Fruit 
Milk 

19 
Taco Meat  
WG Shell 
Baked Scoops 
Broccoli 
Strawberry Cup 
Milk 

22 
Corn Dog 
Baked Scoops 
Green Beans 
Orange 
Milk 

23 
Ravioli 
WG Doritos 
Carrots 
Apple  
Milk 

24 
 

No  
School 

25 
 

No  
School 

 

26 
 

No 
School 

29 
 

No  
School 

30 
 

No  
School 

31 
 

No  
School 

  



School District of Black Hawk 
PO Box 303 
South Wayne, WI 53587 
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